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March is the blossoming season of azaleas, and also a bloom-
ing month of the HKIS activities. Some major ones are sum-
marized below:

» The HKIS has agreed with Building Surveyors Institute of Japan
(BSIJ) for a mutual recognition of professional qualification of
Quantity Surveyor between Hong Kong and Japan, with the
signature of reciprocity agreement. The “Reciprocity Agree-
ment Signing Ceremony” was held at Tokyo, Japan on 24
March 2008 together with a seminar on the related topic. Dur-
ing the seminar, we presented the roles of Quantity Surveyor
in Hong Kong and Mainland while the representatives from
BSIJ introduced the role of Quantity Surveyors in Japanese
and other overseas projects. The seminar was very useful for
a better understanding on the practices of both places.

* On 16-18 March 2008, | led a team of 24 members to Beijing
to visit several departments in Mainland. During the trip, we
met several important officials from the Ministry of Construc-
tion and the Ministry of Commerce and discussed on the
mutual recognition of professional qualifications between
Hong Kong and Mainland, the arrangements relating to the
implementation of commitments secured under CEPA Sup-
plement IV as well as the development of our industry in the
Mainland. We also visited the United Front Work Department
of CPC Central Committee and Hong Kong and Macao Affairs
Office of the State Council. We hope we can have continual
communication with the related Mainland’s departments in
the future in order to tackle the issues arising on mutual
recognition and licensing of our members in the Mainland.

¢ | have been invited by the Urban Renewal Authority for an
interview to exchange opinions on the topic of “Promotion
of Building Rehabilitation” .

* We have continued to visit local associations for better under-
standing and communication. This month we visited the Quan-
tity Surveyors Associations of the Housing Department, as well
as the Estate Surveyor Association and Association of Govern-
ment Local Land Surveyors of the Lands Department.
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¢ | have been invited by the Bank of China to be the speaker
of a seminar on the topic of” The Current Situation of the
PRC Real Estate Market” (“hEEMERR"). The at-
tendees showed a great interest on the topic and the
professional image of the HKIS was successfully promoted
through the seminar.

* The Finalist Presentation to the Jury Panel of Quality Building
Award 2008 will be held on 24 April 2008. | am glad to be
one of the members in the jury panel of this remarkable
event. The presentation of this prestigious biennial award
will be held in July 2008.

e There will be a CPD event of the PFMD with the topic of
“REIT - Securitization of Corporate Real Estate” on 20 May
2008. | will be one of the speakers to share my views and
experience on this popular topic. Interested members are
welcome to join this event by applying online or by mail.

¢ The 12th Pacific Association of Quantity Surveyors (PAQS)
Congress will be held in Edmonton, Canada from 16 to 18
June 2008. The Canadian Institute of Quantity Surveyors
(CIQS) is the host of this remarkable event. | will be repre-
senting HKIS to join the congress and will share the details
in the coming Surveyors Times.

2008 is an election year for Legislative Council. The voter
registration for both geographical and functional constituencies
will be closed on 16 May 2008. | believe all HKIS members
are responsible citizens and | would like to call on the unregis-
tered to do the registration.

We are now organizing a logo design competition to celebrate
the 25" Anniversary of the HKIS in 2009. Please take this
opportunity to show your creativity and imagination!

Yu Kam-hung
President
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