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During the past month, I met several important officials of
the Government and also had the chance to communicate
with our newly qualified surveyors.  Some important events
are pinpointed below.

• HKIS Spring Reception was held on 26 February 2008 at
HK Jockey Club, Happy Valley. A number of honorable
guests from the Government, liaison office, universities,
etc. joined our party to celebrate the Chinese New Year.
During the event, there was a ceremony to present the
HKIS Diplomas to our new members.  I wish them all a
success and look forward to seeing their contribution to
the society with professionalism.

• The HKIS Outstanding Final Year Dissertation /Thesis
Awards 2007 were held in the same event. Ten under-
graduates and three postgraduates were awarded for their
outstanding research works in our industry.

• A Surveyor's Lunch was held on 29 February 2008 at
World Trade Centre Club. Our honourable guest speaker,
Mrs Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor, JP, the Secretary for
Development, shared with us her work schedule in the
coming future.  Participants had a memorable moment in
the luncheon.

• In order to fulfill our aims to have a better understanding
and communication with local associations in real estate
industry, General Council and Divisional Council members
visited several unions including Local Building Surveyors
Association, Maintenance Surveyors Association, Asso-
ciation of Government Local Land Surveyors, Estate Sur-
veyors Association, Housing Department Quantity Survey-

or's Association. In addition to the above associations,
we have also visited the Rating & Valuation Department.

• I was invited to present the welcome remarks on the
Climate Change Business Forum (CCBF) and WWF's
seminar on the topic of "Proposed Mandatory Building
Energy Codes - Do they go far enough?" on 13 March
2008.  In the future, we will keep on participating in the
formulation and implementation of government policies
on sustainable development, energy saving and environ-
mental friendly practice.

• I will lead a team to Beijing from 16 - 18 March 2008
for further discussion about the mutual recognition of
professional qualifications between Hong Kong and the
Mainland as well as to facilitate the arrangements relating
to the implementation of commitments secured under
CEPA Supplement IV. Departments to be visited include
the Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Construction and
the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of the State
Council.  The progress will be reported in the coming
Surveyors Times.

Thank you for your generous support and donation of the
funds for the relief operation in snowstorm-affected areas
in China.

I wish you all a good time in the coming Easter Holidays.

Yu Kam-hung
President
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