When every household was busy preparing for the Lunar New
Year celebrations, General Council and respective Divisional
Council members have also been working diligently on promot-
ing various surveying disciplines and expertise. | am grateful
to update you on some of the major activities and recent
developments.

* We had a meeting with the Ministry of Construction in Beijing
alongside other professionals on 18 January. One of the
major issues is how HK professionals can obtain the rele-
vant "practice licence" on the Mainland. A working group
has been set up to continue communication with relevant
parties on this topic.

¢ The first CPD in the Year of the Rat "HKSAR Heritage Policy
- a case study: HKJC Revitalization Proposal on Central
Police Station Compound" was held on 12 February when
speakers from the HKSAR Government and the Hong Kong
Jockey Club Charities Trust shared with us Government
current heritage policy and the revitalization proposal on
Central Police Station Compound respectively, it is encour-
aging to hear members on the floor expressing various
areas of concern. Active participation by members in local
affairs would be one of the many effective ways to reinforce
and consolidate our expertise to both Government and
society as a whole.

¢ January has been a busy month for the HKIS Saleable Area
Working Group which had meetings with the Hong Kong Real
Estate Developers Association (REDA), various Government
departments and local surveying firms. The Executive Com-
mittee subsequently endorsed the issuance of a supplement
entitled "Supplement to the Code of Measuring Practice" and
that has been uploaded onto the home page of the Institute.

* A working group meeting was held on 4 February to review

FIG membership. Opinions from the six divisions were gath-
ered and discussed. We shall continue to review the situation.
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¢ A Media Luncheon was successfully held on 16 January to
introduce Council members and official spokesmen of the
Institute to the local media.

e The Institute will be celebrating its 25" Anniversary in 2009.
A committee headed by Vice-President Stephen Yip has
been set up to organize a series of events for the celebration.
The first meeting was held at the end of January and
progress will be reported in the coming issue of the Sur-
veyors Times.

¢ The Surveyors Luncheon has been scheduled on 29 Febru-
ary in World Trade Centre Club. It would be our honour to
have Mrs Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor JP, Secretary for De-
velopment of the HKSARG as our guest speaker. All mem-
bers are encouraged to join this type of gathering as it is
both meaningful and helps to foster surveyor fraternity.

¢ A few days before the lunch, the HKIS Spring Reception
would have taken place on 26 February at the Hong Kong
Jockey Club in Happy Valley. We would have a number of
honorable guests from Government and the academia. The
event programme included a certificate award ceremony for
all newly qualified surveyors.

¢ We have scheduled to visit various staff associations in Gov-
ernment and | hope to report on progress soon.

In addition to the above, the Institute is now raising funds for
the relief operation in snowstorm-affected areas on the
Mainland. We need your generous support and donation.

! wish you good health and fortune in the Year of the Rat.

Yu Kam-hung
President
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